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Brent

Full Council — 21 September 2022

2"d Labour Group Motion

Transport for London Funding

This Council notes:

1.

With Brent residents currently facing an unprecedented cost of living crisis, as
well as a climate emergency, it has never been more important that residents
can access an affordable, green and publically funded transport network across
our capital.

London is the only major city in the world that does not consistently subsidise
its public transport. TfL relies upon passenger fare income to fund seventy-two
per cent of its costs. By comparison, fares income covers only thirty-eight per
cent of transport network costs in New York and in Paris, with public funds
providing the remainder.

This is largely down to the fact that the Government took the decision, in 2015,
to remove TfL's £700 million annual operating grant from April 2018 onwards.
As a result TfL has faced a 37% cut to their budget in just five years.

The root of TfL’s financial problems is the pandemic. Before the pandemic, TfL’s
finances were in good health and it was on track to record an operating surplus
for the first time in TfL’s history.

The Mayor of London has stood up for our capital during a tough month of
negotiations with a zombie government to find a new funding settlement. He
has successfully fought to ensure TfL no longer faces moving into managed
decline.

However, the government has been clear that its war against London is not
over. Ministers are still refusing to provide enough funding for our transport
network, which will likely mean TfL will be forced to increase fares in the future
and proceed with some bus cuts. If this happens, Londoners should know that
it will only be the government that’s to blame.

This council believes:

1.

A sustainable funding deal for TfL is an essential component of any pandemic
recovery programme, it supports the growth of jobs, housing and community



wealth; and crucially reduces carbon emissions in the capital by taking cars off
of the streets.

That TfL desperately requires new funding sources, taking inspiration from
other global cities that have raised additional revenue through land value
capture and emission charges.

It is inexcusable that of the funding announced there is no new monies to
expedite the delivery of new rolling stock on the Bakerloo Line, with the oldest
trains in use in the United Kingdom. It could also jeopardise potential funding
for the new West-London Orbital line, a shovel-ready new Overground line that
could transform regional transport connections.

It is a travesty that TfL has been forced to propose the scrapping of 22 bus
routes and a service reduction on almost 60 more. In particular, the removal of
the number 16 and number 31 route will severely impact residents in Brent.

Brent’s Labour Council has always worked to support residents with cheap and
sustainable travel options. The implementation of School Streets, publishing of
a Climate Emergency Strategy and ongoing provision of the freedom pass for
residents show our commitment to supporting active travel and providing
accessible transport options for every resident.

A decrease in the funding made available by TfL to London boroughs will
negatively impact our residents and our ambition to keep Brent on the move.

This council therefore resolves:

1.

To request that the Cabinet Member for Environment, Infrastructure and
Climate Change write to Transport for London’s Commissioner Andy Byford
expressing this chambers opposition to the scrapping of 22 bus routes,
including the number 16 and number 31; and the reduction of provision more
generally.

To voice its opposition to unsustainable funding arrangements for TfL, calling
upon the incoming Secretary of State for Transport to close the funding gap
once and for all, during the next round of negotiations.

To request that each respective Group Leader considers writing to local
branches of ASLEF, RMT and Unite showing support for their industrial action
against the impact on jobs, terms and conditions of these proposed cuts.

Councillor Kathleen Fraser
Barnhill Ward



